Does comprehensive preventive medicine training enhance clinical prevention?
Clinical prevention is an important component of primary care, but its delivery remains deficient. This study determined the effect of a comprehensive preventive medicine curriculum, in combination with use of a prevention flow sheet, on community and family medicine residents' performance of 16 recommended clinical preventive services. A retrospective study was done to document preventive services based on chart reviews of 240 clinic patients for the year prior to intervention initiation and the first year following the intervention. Chi-square analysis revealed a significant increase in the delivery of 12 out of 15 recommended clinical preventive services after the intervention. Implementation of comprehensive preventive medicine curricula, in combination with use of a clinical prevention flow sheet, is associated with an increase in preventive care offered to patients by community and family medicine residents.